An ethnomedicinal survey among the kalrayan hills, Salem district, Tamil Nadu during September 2010 to February 2012. A total of 64 species of ethnomedicinal plants belonging to 34 families and 10 species of ethno veterinary plants belonging to 10 families were reported with the help of standard flora among local healers, village head man and elderly tribal persons. The medicinal plants used by village people, tribal and are arranged alphabetically followed by botanical name, family name, local and English name and their therapeutic uses.
INTRODUCTION
India is a veritable emporium of medicinal and aromatic plants. It has been estimated that out of 15,000 higher plants occurring in India, 9,000 are commonly useful, of which 7,500 are medicinal, 3,900 are edible, 700 are culturally important, 525 are used for fibre, 400 are fodder, 300 for pesticide and insecticide, 300 for gum, resin and dye and 100 for incense and perfume. In terms of the plant materials for traditional medicine, it is estimated that local communities has used over 7,500 plants species. Indian flora has innumerable medicinal plants, which are collected from forest by the tribal villagers. Many of them are being exported to the developed countries. Since ancient time, mankind depended mainly on the plant kingdom to meet its need for medicine, fragrance and flavours. Indian sub-continent is blessed with most varied and diverse soil and climatic conditions, which are suitable for the growth of almost every plant species. Medicinal and aromatic plants and their derivatives to the tune of nearly Rs 200 crores are produced annually in the country. Apart from meeting its domestic requirement, the country exports large quantities of medicinal and aromatic plants and derivatives. There is a considerable scope for India to contribute towards the increasing worldwide demand for medicinal and aromatic plant products. Usage of plants in medicine had been a long practice by man from ancient times. This practice of using plants in medicine is still prevailing not only among the tribals and others living in the rural areas.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

1. Study area
The kalrayan hills is located in the Eastern Ghats range of eastern coast and situated diagonally south east towards Salem in the Villupuram District of Tamil Nadu. The total area is 1000 square kilo metres.
The latitude and longitude are N 1138' and 1201' and E 7837' and 7851' respectively. The hills range from 2000-3000 feet from sea level. This hills present along with Pachamalia, Javadi and Shevaroy hills. The Kalrayan hills divided into two sections such as Northern (Little Kalrayan) and Southern (Big Kalrayan) sections. The Northern Kalrayan average 2100 feet in height while the southern kalrayan average 3000 feet. Some streams are along with hills. They are Manimuktar, Gomuki and Mayura. The most prevalent soil type in this hill ranges from Red loam to black clay is the soil.
The annual temperature in summer seasons (April-June) is 40 C and also in winter seasons (November-January) is 11 C. Total annual rainfall recorded 971mM at Kallakurichi. According to 2005 census, the population of Kalrayan hills exceeded more than 1,45,000. In which the children population 60,000.
The Male population 40,000 and the women population 45,000. There are three major types of tribal peoples are living in this area such as Ariya gounder, Kurumba gounder and Jadaya gounder, and who are basically agriculturalists and rearing domestic animals such as cow, goat, sheep, buffalo and pigs. Major livelihoods of tribals are cattle farming, agriculture, Collection of fuel wood and forest resources such as herbal medicines, honey and some edible fruits and tubers from the nearby forests.
Methodology
Field trips ranging from 2 days to a week were made in the study area in every month of the year of study (September 2010 to February 2012) in the Kalrayan hills. The interviews were conducted in the local language in Tamil. Ethnoveterinary information included with the local name of the particular plant, parts utilized, medicinal uses and methods of preparation and administration. The collected ethnoveterinary information was recorded on field note books and plants were identified using the Flora of the Presidency of Madras (J S Gamble 1935), Flora of Tamil Nadu (A. N. Henry and N. C. Nair) and Flora of Tamil Nadu Carnatic (Matthew 1983).
Ethnoveterinary information was gathered from all categories of village people such as the local healers village, head man, elderly persons and the person having a through knowledge of veterinary practices. Some of the commonly occuring veterinary disease were cross checked and conformed with the officials of the local veterinary department. The information gathererd from one place was confirmed by different communities of village people, tribals and ethnic group in different places of investigation.
3. Herborization
All the species cited as medicinal plants were collected from the field at reproductive stage, with the help of informants in duplicate. A field sheet was recorded with collectors name, vernacular name, local name and ecological parameters. The herbarium samples were dried, processed, identified taxonomically and the names were confirmed with the help of standard flora.
112
ILNS Volume 17
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The present study revealed that the local people of Kalrayan hills, Salem district, Tamil Nadu, were using 64 species of medicinally important plants belonging to 60 genera and 34 families ( Table 1) . These medicinally important plants were categorized into five major types. They are herbs (28), shrubs (6), climbers (2) and trees (28). The most medicinally important species were observed in Fabaceae (6), Euphorbiaceae (5) and Rutaceae (4) family. These are commonly occuring medicinally importants plants used to treat 62 types of diseases, and the common diseases like cold, cough, fever, asthma, tuberculosis and as an antidote for poison and in wound healing. This is the constant with the other general observation which has been reported earlier in relation to medicinal plant studies by the Indian traditional system of medicine like Siddha and Ayurveda (Kirtikar and Basu, 2001; Gogte 2000, Anonymous 1992). In other side most of the local healers and peoples are using the ethnoveterinary medicinal species (Table 2) Different types of preparations were made from medicinally important plants include decoction, juice, powder, oil, paste and whole plant extract. Some plants were even used in more than one form of preparations. Majority of the plants preparation were in the form of decoction obtained from the roots, seeds, stems, leaves and flowers. In this, the leaves are the predominant part utilized in ethnomedicinal treatements.
118
CONCLUSIONS
Tribal knowledge of plants in many tribal communities is changing because of rapid socioeconomic and cultural changes. Documentation of this knowledge is valuable for the communities and their future generations and for scientific consideration of wider uses of traditional knowledge in treating domestic animals. The low cost and almost no side effects of these traditional preparations with medicinal plants make them adaptable by the local community. The wealth of this tribal knowledge of medicinal plants points to a great potential for research and the discovery of new drugs to cure the diseases of animals. So, further scientific assesment of these medicines for phytochemical, biological and pre-clinical and clinical studies is, however, greatly needed.
Basically, medicinal plants play an important role in providing knowledge to the researches in the field of ethnobotany and ethnopharmacology. The observations of present study showed that traditional medicine plays a significant role among the local healers and people of kalrayan hills.
